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Past

Events

Objective:

Time

By the end of the chapter, you will be able to:
« talk about past activities with regular and irregular verbs
« talk about what you did not do using negative sentences

» ask about past experiences (Have you ever...) and respond (I've never...)

« use object pronouns with verbs

« ask varied questions with different question words

Vocabulary

Before we begin the past tense, let’s learn some words that will help us describe when past events took

place. Then we will be ready to talk about some of our past activities.

Days of the Week

day yum / nhar S/ am
week Simana Zilages
Sunday 1-ndd (2adl) 2
Monday 1-tnin (cpil) s )
Months of the Year
month Shr e
year gam ale
January yanayr sl
February fbrayr o
March mars ke
April abril Y
May may sl
The Seasons
season fasl Joca
seasons fosul g
spring r-rbig i

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

June

July
August
September
October
November

December

summer
fall

winter

t-tlat
l-arbg
l-xmis
j-jmga

s-sbt

yunyu
yulyuz
gust
Sutnbir
oktobr
nuwanbir

dujanbir

s-gif

l-xrif

() o
(&) sl |
]
e

G

For information about the months of the Islamic calendar and some of the major religious events

of the year, see “Moroccan Holidays” on page 160.



Time Expressions
this year
last year
last month
last week
yesterday
today
on (+ day of the week)
on Friday

in (+ month)
in August

at (+ time)

at 9:00

at dawn

in the morning

in the afternoon / evening
at night

at midnight

Past Tense - Regular Verbs

Verbs in General

had 1-¢gam

l-gam 11i fat
§-8hr 111 fat
s-simana 11i fatt
1-baru

1-yum

nhar

nhar j-jmga

f Shr

f Shr gust
f Shr tmnya

f t-tsgud
f 1-fjr

f s-gbaun
f 1-¢8iya
f 1-1i1

f ng 1-1il
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RIS
ald A alal
Gld A el
s ) Ailad
zo

o

e

dranll led

Flaal G
pdall o
Jal

When learning verbs in a foreign language, we usually learn the “infinitive” form of the verb (e.g. to
eat), and then learn how to “conjugate” from that infinitive (I eat, he eats, they eat). In Arabic, there
are not infinitives for verbs in this way. Rather, we learn the “he” form of the verb (i.e. third person
masculine singular) in the past tense, and then learn how to conjugate the other forms (I, you, she,
etc.) from the “he” form. Because we use this past tense “he” form like an infinitive for the purposes of
learning verbs, if you see something referred to as an “infinitive,” it is this form. Some examples:

he drank Srb
past tense
“he” form: he hit drb
like an infinitive
he sat gls

e
[

LK

Whenever you are given a new verb in this book or by your teacher, it will be given to you in this form.
You will be able to conjugate verbs in the past or present tense based upon this “infinitive” form.

The vast majority of Darija (Moroccan Arabic) verbs are made up of three letters (see the verbs
above). To these “stems” we can add prefixes (letters that we attach to the beginning of a word) and
suffixes (letters we attach to the end of a word) in order to conjugate the verb. Stems with a vowel in
the middle and stems with a vowel at the end will differ from verbs with three consonants.
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Regular Verbs in the Past Tense

When we say “regular verb,” we mean a verb that is conjugated according to rules that the large
majority of verbs in the language use. An “irregular verb” is conjugated according to different rules.
There are regular and irregular verbs for both the past and present tense in Darija. However, irregular
verbs that are similar in the past may be different in the present. So, you need to realize that the groups
of verbs categorized together for the past tense may not always correspond to the groups in the present
tense.

In general, “regular verb” refers to:
2

“_ 9

o All 3-letter verbs without the long vowel “a” (s / ) in the middle or end position

(i.e. 3-letter verbs made up only of consonants)
e All verbs with more than 3 letters and not ending in “a” (s / 1)

To conjugate a regular verb in the past tense, we add the following suffixes (endings):

—>  “to write” ktb i<
Remember .
that the | wrote ktbt s
“infinitive” is . .
the same as you wrote (masc. sing.) | ktbti (S
the past tense . .
“hg” form you wrote (fem. sing.) ktbti i
—»  he wrote ktb i In the past
tense, you
she wrote ktbat IS (masc.) and
_— you (fem.)
we wrote ktbna (i are the same.
— In the present
you wrote (plur.) ktbtu i€ term,;gey
they wrote ktbu i€ different.
Some Regular Verbs
to drink Srb <& | tounderstand | fhm aed
to know erf e | to work xdm N
to play l:b = | to hit drb 1 _pia
to draw rsm ~ | tostop/standup = wgf il
to sleep ngs = || to arrive wsl Jas
to wear lbs ol || to hear/listen | smg s
to stay / sit gls & | to ask suwl ™
to enter dx1l Jas | to travel safr il
to go out xrj z~ | tohelp gawn Gste
to return rje & | tosend sift SRV
to watch tfrrj zo& | to wash gsl S



to use

Some examples:

Yesterday, | drank tea without

sugar.

Last week, Said wrote a letter to

his friend.

Last year, we traveled to New

steml Jaxting

1-bars,
skkar.

to speak

Srbt atay bla

s-simana 11i fatt,
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tkllm

Said

ktb bra 1 sanbu.

l-gam 11i fat,

safrna 1

S O @l L o LY

OV i€ s el 1 Ailagad)

.}\;L.A

s J UL s N alal

York. New York.
Exercise: Put the verbs in parentheses in the correct form.
. & i - 2 .
Mohamed: wes (ngs) bkri l-barmn? 2L S (omnd) s e
Hassan: 1lla N ..
. .L).NA
Mohamed: ¢la8? ¢ e s
Hassan: (gls) mga l-ga'ila dyali QQA(éﬁ)jggQaRmﬂ\éaQyE) i

1-udd 11i fat,

(gsl)

l-mmagn u (tiyb)

u (tkllm) mgahum Swiya.

mn begd, {#na}(xrj). mlli
(rje), (lgb) l-karta u
(tfrrj) £ t-tlfaza. mn

bed {ana}(dxl) 1 1-bit
dyali u (ngs).

(sawn) xti £ l-kuzina:
1-gda.

den) e (zoafia) cam g Aysd
e 5 3 (255) 5 Lo S ()
(sn) 5 sl J (d39) (U} cam

5 oela (Cue) 135S G A (osle) els 0 sl

Past Tense - Irregular Verbs

When we speak about irregular verbs for the past tense, we refer to three categories: 1. three-letter

verbs with the long vowel “a

“_ 9

end, and 3. two-letter verbs.

1st Category: long vowel “a” (}) in the middle position

To conjugate a three-letter verb in the past tense with the long vowel “a

“_ 9

the long vowel “a

& _ 9

) (i)

(1) in the middle position, 2. any verb with the long vowel “a” (s /1) at the

in the middle position, remove

for the I, you (sing.), we, and you (plur.) forms before adding the past tense
endings. For the she form, only add a “t.” The he and they forms are like regular verbs.

In these forms,
we remove the
middle “a” and
then add the
endings.

In these forms,
we keep the
middle “a” and
then add the
endings.

“to be” kan
—> | was knt
—> you were (masc. sing.) knti
—> you were (fem. sing.) knti

he was kan

she was kant
—> we were knna
L5

oL

A

oL

enls
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you were (plur.) kntu P

they were kanu s

Some Irregular Verbs with long vowel “a” ()) in the middle
position

to see Saf s ts(zagn%t SS / nad uals
to do / make dar Ja | tothrow lan oy
to swim £am sle | topass/passby = daz Ja
to sell bag ¢L | topass fat H
to bring jab wla :j(i/ilr?;eférbe mat gla e ale
to say gal J& || toincrease zad 33
to fast sam sla [ tobe scared xaf la
to drive sag Sl | tolive gasd Jle
Some examples:
This morning | got up at 7:00. had s-sbau ndt f s-sbga. Aapall (b oy Fluall
What did you do yesterday? gnu drti l-baru? bl S sl
What's done is done. (proverb) 11i fat mat. ~ile e

Exercise: Put the verbs in parentheses in the correct form.

s-simana 11i fatt, ana u sHabi (gam) PR R

! ; <oy {F laa o U ccnld 1 dstayld)
f la-ppisin. O u(e )"—' R "“ﬂ i
Sara (ga8) f mirikan gamayn. omle U8 e G (Uile) 3ol
nhar s-sbt £ 1-:Siya, ana u sHabati o aleall G (0IS) ‘?_’11_31;.451_’5 Gadall G ) e
(kan) £ l-mmmam. mlli xrjna (daz) 1 . ) o
1-ghwa. Bsell J (J9) L

24 Category: long vowel “a” (s /1) at the end

7332

To conjugate a verb with the long vowel “a” at the end, change the vowel to “i” for the I, you (sing.),
we, and you (plur.) forms, then add the normal endings. For the she form, only add a “t.” The he
and they forms are like regular verbs.

“to eat” kla LS
In these forms,
we change the —> | ate klit SN
ﬁnal “a” tO “i” i —
then add the —> you ate (masc. sing.) kliti Sis
endings. :
—> you ate (fem. sing.) kliti Sis
he ate kla RS
In these forms, L 5
we keep the final
“a” and then add Ly

the endings.
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she ate klat OIS
we ate klina Lls
you ate (plur.) klitu Sl
they ate klau PR

Some Irregular Verbs with the long vowel “a” (s /1) at the
end

to go mSa = [ torent kra B
to start bda s || torun jra sA
to buy Sra s | tofinish sala Sl
to sing gnna <& | tohavelunch = tgdda TR
to give sta <be | tohave dinner tg3sa (ol
to forget nsa = | to hope tmna S
to cry bka <& | to wait tsna R
to want bga <= | toread/study gra s
to take xda s || to meet tlaga Rk

to come ja a

Some examples:

Last Sunday, | went to the 1-ndd 11i fat, m8it 1 Cuod 5 Al J Cpde (ld 3
medina and bought a jellaba. l-mdina u 8rit jllaba. A5
ggi}/rg:;g at the party on rsn_lr;l;t?nnau f 1-ufla nhar el e Bl G e L

Exercise: Put the verbs in parentheses in the correct form.

John u Am kra) dar zwina £ . Cu. i
y (kra) CS) e A sy I (6 S) el 5 s

Marrakech.
l-barn ana u Paul (tlaga) mga sHabna (5355) 53 sk ) o Lilaa pe (38) Jg 5 U 2 LY
f r-ristora u (tgdda) mjmugin. CHE gana

s-simana 11i fatt, huma (sala)

l1-xdma dyalhum £ 1-mgrib. ol pellas sl (L) Lb cnld ) sl
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Moroccan Wisdom: . 3 J ja Jodl 2 M

el
1-1i bga l-¢sl y-sbr 1 qris n-nHl.

The one who wants honey must tolerate bee stings.
3rd Category: two-letter verbs

When we say “two-letter verbs,” some confusion can arise. When we write them in Arabic, they have
only two letters. However, there is a “shedda” on the second letter (see pages 3 and 159), so in the
transcription we double the second letter, making them look like three-letter verbs. In this case, you
can still recognize them because the second and third letters are the same. Or, look at the Arabic script
and you can be sure of the fact that they are, indeed, two-letter verbs.

@ a9

To conjugate this type of verb, we add the long vowel “i” to the I, you (sing.), we, and you (plur.)
forms, then add the normal endings. The he, she, and they forms are like regular verbs.

“to open” Hll
In these forms, . o3
we add “1” to the B | opened nllit Syla
b, then add ; C ot
e pone —> | you opened (masc. sing.) ulliti Sia A two-letter
endings. L 5 ; o o} verb with
you opened (fem. sing.) | nlliti EETIEN “shedda” on
he opened H11 Ja the second
. letter.
she opened Hllat A
In these forms, —> we opened Hllina 1—\-\53
we simply add —
the normal —> | you opened (plur.) Hllitu PN
endings. — -
they opened Hllu PN
Some two-letter verbs
to close sdd e | tobe able qdd 3
to smell Smm ad || topick up hzz BN
to hand mdd 2 | tothink dnn Cpa
to answer / . .
dd 11
return back r 3, | tobebored m e
to pour kbb < | totake/catch 3dd g
to feel HSS = | topull/drag jrr B
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to put HEL Taa
Some examples:
| opened the window and | Hllit s-srjm u sddit . .
U ) Cula
closed the door 1-bab. St s pa ol g
| felt cold Hssit b 1-brd. NPT EFRLITWEN

Exercise: Put the verbs in parentheses in the correct form.

l-baru £ s-sbau, Mary (rdd) l-ktab 1

mlli kan l-¢jaj, {ana} (sdd) s-srajm. ?g)J\@M)ﬂﬂ‘ch\dsgh
{#na} (utt) l-nwayj f l-makina d -QﬁLA\A°g'\ujgng(La)ﬂhJ
s-sabun.
Negation

Normal Negative Form
In order to express the negative of a verb (i.e. “didn’t,” or “don’t,” or “doesn’t”), we add the prefix ma (L)
to the beginning of a verb and the suffix 8 (_%) to the end of a verb.

We drank. Srbna L

We didn’t drink. ma-3rbna-8 Sl L

Exercise: Conjugate the verbs in parentheses in the negative form.

huwa (safr) s-simana 11i fatt. :L&gJ\LL%A\Lﬁ“)gl
l-baruw £ 1-1il1 (gra) l-ktab dyali
Hit knt giyan.

Hiya (gls) mgana Hit (sala) 1l-xdma . . L P
dyalha. Ledls deodll () s Blaa () o
Hna (ngs) bkri mit (tg¥%a) bkri. (S (o) s S (Uend) Lin
Kari (lbs) l-kswa j-jdida £ 1-ufla
nit (kan) gndha 1-wgt.

mlli ja 1 1l-mgrib (sift) bra 1
l-walidin dyalu.

kant 1-brd u {ana} (1ll) s-srajm. axloadl (Us) (U} 5 2 i,

e S dua s QUSY () J G L

i gl aaie (1) s Rlial G saanll 5 gl (L) IS

s 1 31 () mall J b e,

Additional Negative Forms

The following negative forms replace the & (_:) we use for the normal negative form. We still use ma (L)

before the verb, but we use these forms after the verb or, sometimes, before the verb (and thus before
ma).

nothing walu S

nothing Htta Haja dala 6_\;
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nothing utta i PEREN
no one Htta wand aab g Q_\;
no one (Htta) ndd SNEN!
neither ... nor la ... wala ¥y ¥
only / just gir e

Some examples:

| knew nothing. ma-grft walu. Loy e L
| ate nothing. ma-kleet Htta Haja. dala Q_\; K L,
No one came. Htta waud ma-ja. .l;uh\jé;
He saw no one. ma-Saf Htta wand / ndd. 3a [ sl u_‘; il L,
| met neither Mohamed nor ma-lagit la Mohamed wala : .

Amber. Amber. BETA I PRIV IR ) Y
| drank only water. ma-Srbt gir l-ma. Ll eyl L,

Exercise: Put the verbs in parentheses in the proper form.

1-udd 11i fat (gls) £ d-dar,

(xrj negative) glanggas (kan) S-Sta. Gl (QIS)L):: i (z5) ‘J‘ﬂ‘d(uﬂﬁ) il ) %)
f 1-¢8iya sanmbi (ja) u (mSa) 1 -

s-siber bjooj. mn bed (mSa) 1 d(ie) 2m e oz anll (o) 5 (1) eabio Ldal)
s—s%nima: (8af) wand 1-film %win. Gl 3 (51 «(z3) 4.9*“ s Al aal g (Gl Lesaud)
mlli (xrj), (daz) 1 s-suq. (8ra) -

l-xodra. mn bgd (8dd) tobis u (rjg) I (e0) 5 omshll (30) an 0o 3 dl (5 04)

1 d-dar.
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Exercise: Write a paragraph from these pictures.

Have you ever... / I've never...

Have you ever...?
We can use the word g¢gmmr (_%) to express the English equivalent of the present perfect tense: “Have
you ever...?” and “T have never...” We “conjugate” it as follows:

Have | ever... wed smmri / gmmrni Soee [ see M
Have you (sing.) ever... we§ smmrk & e i
Has he ever... wes egmmru see

Has she ever... wes gmmrha s oo
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Have we ever... we§ emmrna L ee (i
Have you (plur.) ever... wed smmrkum aSae (Mg
Have they ever... weg gmmrhum ah ac (i)

The verb that follows ¢ mmr is often in the past tense. Some examples:

Have you ever gone to France? we$ ¢mmrk mS8iti 1 Fransa? Tl f J ade & e i)
Have they ever eaten couscous? wed gmmrhum klau 1-ksksu? ¢ ouSulll OIS e;s)u: 5-R)
Have you ever drunk mint teain  wed gmmrkum Srbtu atay b gLl o Ul sh ol oS as (i
America? n-ngnag £ mirikan? €S s

I've never...
This is like the conjugation above, with the addition of ma (L) at the beginning of gmmr (_s<).

| have never... ma-gmmri / ma-gmmrni e [ g ae L
you (sing.) have never... ma - gmmrk & e L
he has never... ma - gmmru gyac L
she has never... ma - gmmrha b e L
we have never... ma- g mmrna U L
you (plur.) have never... ma - g mmrkum esf; L
they have never... ma - gmmrhum ah sac Lo
Some examples:
I’'ve never eaten hamburger. ma-gmmrni kleet l-hamborgr. - Rosmalel) il g e L
She has never been abroad. ma-g¢mmrha safrat 1 l-xarij. OBl J e il s e L
He has never spoken Arabic. ma-e¢mmru tkllm 1-¢rbiya. gl A e L

Object Pronouns

In English, we have pronouns for the subject of a sentence: I, you, he, she, we, and they. But we also
have object pronouns that we use after verbs:

He hit me. Isaw her.

Ask him a question. We gave them some cake.
So far, you have learned the independent pronouns (see page 7) and the possessive pronouns (see
page 9). Here are the object pronouns that we use in Moroccan Arabic after verbs:

me ni -
you (sing.) k -

him / it u/h A/
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her /it ha e
us na (T
you (plur.) kum <
them hum —

These pronouns are the same as the possessive pronouns, with the exception of “me.” The “him” form
uses u after consonants and h after vowels, exactly like the possessive pronoun form. Some examples:

gomar gta wand l-ktab 1

Omar gave a book to Mohamed. ke JQUiSY aaly Jae e

Mohamed.
Omar gave it to Mohamed. gomar gtah 1 Mohamed. ik Jelhe b
aslsggﬁ?wnte the letter to ;:zs]’a{rtli?btl l-bra 1 S J ) L3S 1
Yes, | wrote it to Hassan. iyeh, ktbtha 1 Hassan. o J LS ey
Why did you leave us with him? ¢las xllitina mgah? foles Liads (iDle
She saw me at the movie Saftni f s-sinima. Hapiad) Gl

theater.

As you can see, these pronouns are attached directly to the verb. As a result, when a verb with an
object pronoun is made negative, the 8 (_3) is used after the pronoun. Some examples:

You saw me. gftini i
You didn’t see me. ma-3ftini-3 PREREN
Did you see Hakima and Karim? we& $fti Hakima u Karim? Car S 5 haa Jdd R
No, I didn’t see them. 1lla, ma-Sfthum-§. R Le oY

Exercise: Replace the underlined nouns by the corresponding pronouns.

1. grit dik l-jarida l-barm £

glaall Gz Ll et el oy 8

s-sban.
2. nsau s-sarut dyalhum f d-dar. o aedln g Ll gl
3. zrt duk n-nas £ Fes l-bars. o el e il
4. ddau wldhum mgahum 1 s-sinima. eyl J ahlea m
5. wggfna Sffar f z-znga. Aﬁj\;bjﬁiuéj
6. bba gawn xuk f l-Hsab. bl i el e b

Question Words

Some of these you already know. Some will be new for you.
who Skun S

Who are you? gkun nta / nti? e ERRP:
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what

What did you do yesterday?
which

Which bus did you take?
where

Where did you eat pizza?
how

How did you get to the hotel?
from where

Where did you come from?
when

When did you sleep yesterday?

When did you arrive?
why
Why did you come late?

Because | didn’'t get up early.

The word mn () is used after some prepositions to create question words.

with whom

With whom did you travel to
Rabat? (In the US: Who did you travel
to Rabat with?)

whose

how many / how much

a8 / 8nu / aSnu
Snu drti l-barmn?
asmn

asmn tobis xditi?
fin / fayn

fin kliti l-ppitza?
kifas

kifag wslti 1 1l-otil?
mnin

mnin jiti?

fugagd / imta

fugas$ ngsti l-barnu?
imta wslti?

slas

¢lad jiti mettl?

slanggad ma-ndt-S bkri.

mea mn

mga mn safrti 1 Rabat?

dyal mn

Snal

sl [ a3 )
SOkl P sl

i

S (el (el
Cold [ b

b g J glay SilasS
<) [ il g

S i i
filay

tlne i (e

‘g‘)se :.....LAL):]" /S

On e
Bl J il (30 aa

Ge dle

Jlad

The question word Smal (Jas) may is followed by either d (2) or mn (), depending upon the noun
following it. Uncountable nouns are nouns that do not have a plural because they speak about
something that can be “measured,” but not “counted” (e.g. tea, air). Countable nouns are nouns that
have plural forms and, therefore, nouns with which we use numbers (e.g. 5 cats, 3 books). With Sual:

Snal + d + singular uncountable noun
or
Sual + d + plural countable noun
or
Snal + mn + singular countable noun
How much time?

Smal d l-wgt? T gl o Jlad
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How many books? §unal d 1-ktub? Sl o Jla

How many books? gunal mn ktab? Sl e Jlad
In referring to prices, $ual is almost always preceded by the preposition b ().

How much is this shirt? b&nal had l-gamija? el B Jlad

How much did you pay for

them? bsnal Sritihum? Sagth s dady

Exercise: Write your time line of activities for last Sunday. Use the
following time expressions and verbs to write as many sentences
as you can.

e.g. £ l-weekend tg38it mga snHabi £

, sl ) G alas g canded iS5 G
r-ristora. )

Time Expressions Verbs

f 1-weekend Sl G tfrrj 6 | tedda s
f s-sban bkri S rhalt dar S safr il
f 1-¢8iya Apdad) gawn Osle tsnna ‘;u.n.\
£ 1-1i1 N G sam sla ja s
mn bed 2my (e kbb S mSa gy
1-udd 11i fat RN dqq 3 | tlaga St
f (time) (;’éj)q xaf ala wsl s

Saf als gra <A

duws & | tkllm s

1bs ol sift Gy






