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Useful Expressions 
Here are some expressions to help you with homestay, travel, and other situations where your language 
may not yet be at a point where you are able to communicate well in Moroccan Arabic.  If you follow the 
pronunciation of the transcriptions, Moroccans should understand you.  More expressions can be 
found in the appendix.  See page 171. 
 

Mealtime Expressions 

In the name of God (said when you 
begin an activity: eating, drinking, 
working, studying, traveling, etc.). 

bismillah �� ����� 

Thanks to God (said after finishing a 
meal, or after expressing that all is well 
in life). 

l-нamdullah �� ��	
��� 

I don’t eat ... meat 
 eggs 
 fish 
 chicken 

ma-kan-akul-š...l-lнm 
                l-bid � 
                l-нut 
                d-djaj 

 ��
�� �
����� �	 / ����� / ����� /
������.  

I drink tea / coffee without sugar. 
kan-šrb atay / l-qhwa 
bla skkar.  ���� ����	
 /�	
� �
 ������.  

I eat everything. kan-akul kulši. ����
 �
��	
.  

I eat vegetables only. kan-akul ġir l-xod �ra. 
��	
������ ��� �.  

I don’t feel like eating. ma-fiya ma-y-akul. ��
�� �� ���� ��.  

I want just/only ... bġit ġir ...  ��� ��!
...  

I don’t want to have breakfast. ma-bġit-š n-ft �r. �"#� $��!
 ��.  

The food is delicious. l-makla bnina. %���
 %�
����.  

I’m full. šbعt. �&
�.  

I want to learn how to cook. bġit n-tعllm n-t �iyb. ���"� '(�&�� ��!
.  

May God replenish / reward you. 
(said after a meal to thank host) 

lla y-xlf. )��� *�.  

To your health (said to someone 
after eating, drinking, coming out of the 
hammam, wearing new clothes, having 
a hair cut, etc.) 

bs �s �ннa. %�+,�� �.  

May God grant you health too. 
(response to the above) lla y-عtik s �s �ннa %�+,�� -�"&� *�.  

 

Thanking Expressions 

Thank you. šukran. 0��
�� 

You’re welcome. bla jmil. ���1 �
.  
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Expressions for Nighttime / Sleeping 

I’m tired. (male speaker) ana عiyan. ����� ���.  

I’m tired. (female speaker) ana عiyana. ������ ���.  

I want to read a little bit. bġit n-qra šwiya. � 	�
����
 ���.  

I want to go to bed. bġit n-nعs. ���� 	�
�.  

Where I am going to sleep? fin ġadi n-nعs. ����� ���� ��� 

Excuse me, I want to go to bed. 
(addressing a group of people) 

smнu li, bġit n-mši  
n-nعs. ���� �
�� 	�
� ��� ����.  

I want to go to bed early. bġit n-nعs bkri. ���� ���� 	�
�.  

I want to get up early. bġit n-fiq bkri. ���� !�"� 	�
�.  

I want a blanket. bġit waнd l-mant �a. �#����$ ��$� 	�
�.  

 

Hygiene/Cleanliness Expressions 

I want to wash my hands with 
soap. 

bġit n-ġsl yddi b 
s �-s �abun. 

����%�$ & ���� '�
� 	�
�.  

I want to brush my teeth. bġit n-ġsl snani. ����� '�
� 	�
�.  

I want hot water, please. bġit l-ma s-sxun عafak. ��(��$ ���$ 	�
�.  

I want to take a shower. bġit n-duwš. )���� 	�
�.  

I want to go to the hammam. bġit n-mši l-нmmam. *�����$ �
�� 	�
�.  

I want to change my clothes. bġit n-bddl нwayji. �+�$�� '���� 	�
�.  

Where is the toilet? fin bit l-ma? ����$ 	�� ��� 

I want to do laundry. bġit n-s �bbn нwayji. �+�$�� ���%� 	�
�.  

Where can I do laundry? fin ymkn n-s �bbn нwayji. ������ ��	
� ��
� ���.  

 

Offering Help / Asking for Favors 

Can I help you? weš n-عawnk? ������� ��� 

Excuse me. (to a man) smн li. �� �
�.  

Excuse me. (to a woman) smнi li. �� ��
�.  

Give me ... please. عt �ini ... عafak. �� ��� ...�����.  

 



24 • Moroccan Arabic 

 

Being Sick 

I’m sick. (male speaker) ana mrid �. ���� ���.  

I’m sick. (female speaker) ana mrid �a. �	��� ���.  

I want to rest a bit. bġit n-rtaн swiya. �
��� 
���� ����.  

Do you feel better? briti šwiya? ��
��� ����� 

 

Transportation Expressions 

I want to go to ... bġit n-mši l ...  � ���� ����...  

Take me to ... please. ddini l ... عafak. 
 � ����� ...��	
�.  

Stop here, please. wqf hna عafak. ��	
� ��� 
��.  

Is the meter on? weš l-kuntur xddam? ������ �������� ��� 

Turn on the meter, please. xddm l-kuntur عafak. ��	
� �������� ����.  

 

Responses to Problems/Difficulties/Apologies 

It’s not a problem. maši muškil. ������ ����.  

There is no problem. ma-kayn muškil. ������ ���� ��.  

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations. mbruk ����� 

Happy holiday. mbruk l-عid. ����� �����.  

May God grant you grace. 
(response to the above) 

lla y-bark fik. ��! ����� "�.  

 

Communication 

I don’t understand. ma-fhmt-š. ���#! ��.  

I don’t know. ma-n-عrf. 
��� ��.  

Slowly please. b šwiya عafak. ��	
� $��� %.  

Repeat please. (to a man) عawd عafak. ��	
� ����.  

Repeat please. (to a woman) عawdi عafak. ��	
� &����.  

What did you say? šnu glti? ���'( ��� 

 




