22 * Moroccan Arabic

Useful Expressions

Here are some expressions to help you with homestay, travel, and other situations where your language
may not yet be at a point where you are able to communicate well in Moroccan Arabic. If you follow the
pronunciation of the transcriptions, Moroccans should understand you. More expressions can be
found in the appendix. See page 171.

Mealtime Expressions

In the name of God (said when you

begin an activity: eating, drinking, bismillah A s
working, studying, traveling, etc.). o
Thanks to God (said after finishing a
meal, or after expressing that allis well | 1-Hamdullah A Aal)
in life).
| don’t eat ... meat ma-kan-akul-8...1-1um ;

eggs 1-bid [ sl [ Gl [ aall ISIS L

fish 1-Hut zlad

chicken d-djaj

. . kan-8rb atay / 1l-ghwa o s

| drink tea / coffee without sugar. bla skkar. S D s gl [ gl s
| eat everything. kan-akul kulsi. RS
| eat vegetables only. kan-akul gir l-xodra. 3 uadll e JKIS
| don’t feel like eating. ma-fiya ma-y-akul. dsu Lo G L
| want just/only ... bgit gir e i Cui
| don’t want to have breakfast. ma-bgit-8 n-ftr. kb i L
The food is delicious. l-makla bnina. IR
I’'m full. Sbet. Camasd
| want to learn how to cook. bgit n-tgllm n-tiyb. NEA L eia-u oy
May God replenish / reward you. 1 v-x1f. sy

(said after a meal to thank host)

To your health (said to someone

after eating, drinking, coming out of t_he bssSHHA . A O
hammam, wearing new clothes, having T j
a hair cut, etc.)

May God grant you health too.

(response to the above) lla y-gtik ssuna Aaaall dlasy &
Thanking Expressions
Thank you. Sukran. \JS...,

You’'re welcome. bla jmil. cJrea D
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Expressions for Nighttime / Sleeping

I’'m tired. (male speaker) ana giyan. obe Ul
I’'m tired. (female speaker) ana giyana. Aste U
| want to read a little bit. bgit n-gra dwiya. g gk 5 B G
| want to go to bed. bgit n-ngs. o Cagiy
Where | am going to sleep? fin gadi n-ngs. fmnd gole
Excuse me, | want to go to bed. | smuu 1i, bgit n-msi e

(addressing a group of people) n-ngs. O e “?J o
| want to go to bed early. bgit n-ngs bkri. NER o g
| want to get up early. bgit n-fig bkri. S B Cug
| want a blanket. bgit wand l-manta. LAdailal) 2ad g S

Hygiene/Cleanliness Expressions

: o Ry :
| want to wash my hands with bgit n-gsl yddi b el 5 s i

soap. s-sabun.

| want to brush my teeth. bgit n-gsl snani. PR LW RESRUIER
| want hot water, please. bgit 1-ma s-sxun gsafak. sl Lall s
| want to take a shower. bgit n-duws. S9N S
| want to go to the hammam. bgit n-m8i 1-Hmmam. alaall b casg
| want to change my clothes. bgit n-bddl Hwayji. el JA s
Where is the toilet? fin bit 1-ma? Ll b
| want to do laundry. bgit n-sbbn Hwayji. e il Sk
Where can | do laundry? fin ymkn n-gsbbn nwayji. o2 s il (K (b

Offering Help / Asking for Favors

Can | help you? wed n-gawnk? Cliglas (3 4
Excuse me. (to a man) smu 1i. L e
Excuse me. (to a woman) smHi 1i. (S e

Give me ... please. etini ... gafak. N E R
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Being Sick
I’m sick. (male speaker)
I’m sick. (female speaker)
| want to rest a bit.

Do you feel better?

ana mrid.
ana mrida.
bgit n-rtan swiya.

briti Swiya?

Transportation Expressions

| wantto goto...
Take me to ... please.
Stop here, please.

Is the meter on?

Turn on the meter, please.

Responses to Problems/Difficulties/Apologies

It's not a problem.

There is no problem.

Congratulations
Congratulations.

Happy holiday.

May God grant you grace.
(response to the above)

Communication
| don’t understand.
| don’t know.
Slowly please.
Repeat please. (to a man)
Repeat please. (to a woman)

What did you say?

bgit n-msi 1

ddini 1 ... gafak.
wgf hna safak.

wed l-kuntur xddam?

xddm 1-kuntur gafak.

masi muskil.

ma-kayn mu8kil.

mbruk

mbruk 1-gid.

lla y-bark fik.

ma-fhmt-§.
ma-n-grf.

b swiya gafak.
sawd safak.
sawdl safak.

gnu glti?

o e U
A g 2B i

e ohad G
Alie . dgéﬁ
LHlie L (el
falda g Sl B

RETRRFTFIASY

wgsggju
R L

Ollagh L
S e
e agle
e gagle





