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Update: Dairy Goat/
Family Nutrition
Progress of FOM's First Grant

Mark Riordan, DVM (MRPCV
86-89), director for the
Near East Foundation’s
Dairy Goat/Family Nutrition
project in the Ait Imegh-
rane tribe in Ouarzazate
Province, recently sub-
mitted an updated report.

In November 1988, FOM
made a $200.00 grant
(FOM’s first) to the
Foundation’s project. The
funds were used for an
extension project: dis-
tributing cassette tapes in
Berber and Arabic dealing
with goat care and human
health. Mark wrote the
goat care dialogue and
Karen Cook (MRPCV, 88/90)
wrote health care dialogue.
The grant covered costs
for script translation,

It’s time to submit nomina-
tions to the National Coun-
cil of Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers for the
Shriver Award.

The purpose of the award
is to honor Returned
Peace Corps Volunteers
who, subsequent to their
overseas service, have

made sustained and distin

guished contributions to
humanitarian causes in
developing countries or
here at home.
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script recording, and cas-
sette tapes.

The dialogue was mixed
with local Berber or
Arabic music. The thirty-
two tapes distributed in
August 1990 were well
received. All of the
recipients were happy to
hear their local Berber or
Arabic dialect on the
recordings.

Mark reports that a
review of the project will
be done this spring, to
see how well the informa-
tion on the cassettes was
absorbed.

FOM will print the results
in an upcoming issue of
the Newsletter.

O

The nomination deadline is
17 May 1991, The award
will be presented at a spe-
cial ceremony in
Washington this August.

For nomination forms and
additional information, con-
tact: Arlene Goldberg,
Chairperson, Shriver
Award Committee, 266
Garibaldi Avenue, #5, Lodi,
New Jersey 07644
(201/473-5311).

Conference
on Maghreb's
Environment

The sixth annual American
Institute for Maghrib
Studies (AIMS) conference,
The Maghrib Environment
at Risk: Conference on
Contemporary Environmen-
tal Threats, will be held in
Algeria in early 1992.

The focus will be on cur-
rent scientific research on
the Maghrebi environment,
highlighting Morocco, Al-
geria, and Tunisia.
Twenty-four researchers
from the Maghreb and the
United States will present
papers on their research.
Objectives of the con-
ference are: to raise
awareness of the current
environmental problems in
the Maghreb, to stimulate
further research, and to
explore the potential for
science and technology to
help solve the regions en-
vironmental problems.

For more information, con-
tact American Institute of
Maghribi Studies, Middle

East Institute, Columbia
University, New York NY
10027.

Friends of Morocco
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Ignorance & Misconception
A Not-So-Pretty Portrayal of Arab Culture

Ed. Note: The following
article is reprinted with
the permission of the
Minneapolis-St. Paul Star
Tribune. It was written
by Karin Winegar.
Perhaps as former resi-
dents and workers who
have experienced Arabic
cultures first-hand, we
can help to educate and
expose other Americans to
what Things Arabic really
are.

The Western portrayal of
Middle Easterners in
music, film, literature, com-
ics, and advertising hasn’t
been a pretty one.

From Rudolph Valentino as
the sloe-eyed seducer in
The Sheik (1921) to the
scimitar-wielding assassin
in Raiders of the Lost Ark
(1981), the 1962 pop hit
Ahab the Arab ("...there
she was...with rings on
her fingers and bells on
her toes and a bone in
her nose...") to the wife-
beating tyrant of Not
Without My Daughter
(1991), Arabs often are
depicted as lascivious,
laughable, or loony.

According to experts such
as Jack Shaheen,
Americans have ingested a
mishmash of cultural
cliché&s and racist
stereotypes of Arab

peoples for decades.
Shaheen, a specialist in
racial and ethnic
stereotypes, .is author of
The TV Arab (Bowling
Green University Popular
Press, $9.95) and profes-
gsor of mass communica-
tions at Southern Illinois
University.

"Historically we've treated
the Arabs as if they
didn’t have a human face,"
he said. "In popular cul-
ture, comic books, and mo-
tion pictures, most of us
have failed to see the
dehumanization process.
There are so many in-
sidious portraits and noth-
ing to balance them that
we accept them as
reality."”

Gail Stern of the Balch In-
stitute for Ethnic Studies
of Philadelphia agreed.
The institute recently
retired a traveling exhibit
on ethnicity in advertising
and in comics and is un-
dertaking a second one on
ethnic stereotypes in toys
and games.

"What is consistent
throughout is Arabs are
generally portrayed as ter-
rorists or assassins,” said
Ms. Stern. "There’s an
attempt to dehumanize
them as well as many
other groups in popular
American culture. It
depends on who's creating
the images, but generally
ad and comic images are
created by Angloicans.

"...There are so many insidious portraits and nothing

to balance them that we accept them as reality.”

The prevailing images in
more than 450 movies and
TV shows, 250 comic books
as well as academic texts,
children’s literature, and
novels that Shaheen
analyzed are "the men as
lecherous billionaires in-
tent on kidnaping our
women and placing them in
harems, destroying our
economy, buying up our
networks, and corrupting
our politicians,” he said.
"Arab women are either
the bundle in black trek-

king behind the camels or
tha Ahaoa hallvy Aancor. "

Right now, we're told
Arabs are our enemy and
our ally, so there’s a
sense of confusion in the
public. How can they
reconcile fighting for and
against Arabs at the same
time?"

Based on the progress of
racial stereotypes of
African-Americans,
Hispanics, and Asians, Ms.
Stern expects racist Arab
stereotypes to diminish as
advertisers and corpora-
tions begin to view them
ae rnneumers and as
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people from these maligned
groups move into positions
of power in corporations.
"The rise of ethnic pride
and civil rights struggles
also creates awareness and
appreciation for differ-
ences," she said.

"We've seen real evolution
in the media we've looked
at, to the point of positive
stereotypes replacing old
negative stereotypes,”" she
said. "Movies that used
to feature African-
Americans as villains now
really avoid showing any
black people in villain
roles, for example.”

Shaheen compared the
stereotyping of Arabs to
that of Jews in Nazi Ger-

many. 1

"The Germans dehumanized
Jews by showing them as
greedy bankers wanting
the blond, blue-eyed Ger-
man virgin, wanting con-
trol of the economy," he
said.

"If you look at the German
editorial cartoon or movie
of the late '30s and '40s
you'll see the Semitic fea-
tures of that era are the
same as those of the Arab
caricatures of today: exag-
gerated nose, fat lips,
beard. The Jews were
depicted in black hat and
cloak; today the Arab bil-
lionaire wears the robe
and headdress. It's easier
to hate someone who
doesn’t dress the same as
you."
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A Quarterly

Review of
Printed Arts

A new quarterly review of
fiction, poetry, photog-
raphy, and criticism called
Mediterraneans is now in
circulation. It includes
periodic text relating to
the Maghreb and Morocco.
Subscription information
can be obtained from
Didsbury Press, 7 Darey
Avenue, Manchester M20
8XE, United Kingdom.
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Cooks’ Tour of

The
Morocco noted in the last
newsletter has been
postponed until a future

date. Please contact Kitty
Morse at P. O. Box 433,
Vista CA 92085, for more

information.

Ash Khabarna?
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Birthday
Nawbaat

A collaboration between
the Moroccan governmeént
and MCM Record Company
has created an impressive
venture in recording to
mark the 60th birthday of
King Hassan II. A com-
plete nawbaat is rarely
played, since these five-
part cantatas typically
take at least five hours.
This one, Nuba Gharibat
8l-Husayn, played by the
Orchestra al-Brihi de Fez
lasts 8ix hours. The or-
chestra is under the
leadership of the head of
the Fez Conservatory, one
of the Islamic world’s
major music schools. The
six disc set can be ob-
tained from Original Music,
R.D. 1, Box 190, Lasher
Road, Tivoli NY 12583.
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